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THE EIGHTY -SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 
The official registration for the eighty·second Annual Meeting, held in Lincoln 20·22 May 1983, 
was 55. There was the usual slide show and get· together on Friday night, field trips Saturday 
morning (with demonstrations of bird banding), Saturday afternoon after the meeting, and 
Sunday morning. The practice of having talks was revived: Mark A Brogie, Wayne, gave an 
illustrated talk on "Distribution of Birds of the Niobrara" and James Ducey, Omaha, did the 
same for "Breeding Status of the Interior Least Tern in Nebraska" before the business meeting. 
All officers were re·elected: Mrs. Ruth C. Green, Bellevue, President; Gary Lingle, Grand Island, 
Vice·president; Mrs. Emma Johnson, Omaha, Secretary; Mrs. Lona Shafer, Wood River, 
Treasurer; Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, Librarian; and Dr. KG. Cortelyou, Omaha, Editor. It was 
also decided that the existing scale of dues should be carried forward for another year, with the 
help of the increased number of members. The 4·H camp at Halsey was selected for the Fall Field 
Day. At the banquet Gary Lingle, Grand Island, talked on "The Platte - Nebraska's River of 
Life", with slides and movie. The invitation of Doris Gates to hold the 1984 Annual Meeting in 
Chadron was accepted with pleasure. 
The field trips covered Wilderness Park, Hickman lakes, Oak Lakes and Salt Creek, Pioneers 
Park and Chet Ager Nature Center, Epworth Park, Nine Mile Prairie, and Branched Oak Lake in 
Lancaster Co., Grandpa's Woods, north of Elmwood in Cass Co., and the Gilbert Farm, near 
Cedar Bluffs, Saunders Co. There were 103 species and a possible other reported from 
Lancaster Co., 6 (marked S) were reported only from Saunders Co., and 2 (marked C) were 
reported only from Cass Co; Pied· billed Grebe, Double·crested Cormorant; Least Bittern; Little 
Blue and Green·backed Herons; Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard, Blue·winged Teal, 
Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Ruddy Duck, Turkey Vulture(S), Northern Harrier; Swainson's 
and Red·tailed Hawks; American Kestrel, Ring·necked Pheasant, Northern Bobwhite, Sora, 
American Coot, Killdeer, Lesser Yellowlegs, Willet; Spotted and Upland Sandpipers, Marbled 
Godwit; Semipalmated(S) and Baird's(S) Sandpipers; Dunlin(S); a bird too far away for positive 
identification whose actions and size indicated Dowitcher sp., Black Tern; Rock and Mourning 
Doves; Great Horned and Barred Owls; Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Belted 
Kingfisher; Red·headed, Red·bellied, Downy, and Hairy(S) Woodpeckers; Northern Flicker, 
Olive·sided Flycatcher, Eastern Wood·Pewee, Arcadian, Willow, Least and Great Crested 
Flycatchers; Western and Eastern Kingbirds; Purple Martin; Tree, Northern Rough·winged, 
Bank, Cliff, and Barn Swallows; Blue Jay, American Crow, Black·capped Chickadee, White· 
breasted Nuthatch, House Wren; Gray·cheeked, Swainson's, and Wood Thrushs; American 
Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Loggerhead Shrike, European Starling; Solitary(C), 
Warbling, and Red·eyed Vireos; Tennessee, Orange·crowned, Nashville, Yellow, Magnolia(C), 
Yellow·rumped, Blackburnian, Bay·breasted(S), Blackpoll, and Black·and·white Warblers; 
American' Redstart, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Mourning Warbler, Common 
Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler, Northern Cardinal, Rose·breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, 
Dickcissel, Rufous·sided Towhee; Chipping, Clay·colored, Field, Grasshopper, Song, and 
Harris' Sparrows; Red·winged Blackbird; Eastern and Western Meadowlarks; Yellow·headed 
Blackbird; Great·tailed and Common Grackles; Brown·headed Cowbird; Orchard and 
Northern Orioles; American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. 
1982 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 
Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 
Data on the 1982 nesting season in Nebraska were received from 24 observers, reporting on 
106 species from 40 counties.Counties in the tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the 
northernmost of approximately equal locations given first. Numbers represent Nest Record 
Cards; C represents Cowbird eggs found in other nests; E represents eggs observed; F 
represents carrying food; M represents carrying nesting material; N represents nests observed 
for which no Nest Record Card was submitted; and Y represents young observed. 
Fifty·three species were reported on 335 North American Nest Record Cards; in addition, 
out·of·state nests were reported on three cards. The counties, with column numbers on the 
tabulation shown in parentheses, and the contributors were: Banner (3) J.J. Dinan, G.A 
Wingfield; Box Butte (5) J.J. Dinan, GA Wingfield; Boyd (23) GA Wingfield; Brown (18) Mark 
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A. Brogie, Michael J. Mossman; Buffalo (25) D.E. Carlson; Cass (38) J.J. Dinan, J.E. Ducey; 
Cedar (31) D.E. Carlson, J.J. Dinan; Chase (11) lola Pennington; Cherry (8) Mark A. Brogie, Len 
McDaniel, Michael J. Mossman, GA Wingfield; Custer (19) J.E Ducey, G.A. Wingfield; Dawes 
(4) D.E. Carlson, J.J. Dinan, G.A. Wingfield; Dawson (20) GA Wingfield; Dixon (32) D.E. 
Carlson, J.J. Dinan; Dodge (33) J.J. Dinan, J.E. Ducey; Douglas (36) T.E. Bray, R.G. Cortelyou, 
J.J. Dinan, J.E. Ducey, Ruth Green, G.E. Johnson, B.L. Wilson; Franklin (26) GA Wingfield; 
Frontier (15) GA Wingfield; Furnas (22) G.A. Wingfield; Garden (7) J.J. Dinan, G.A. Wingfield; 
Gosper (21) GA Wingfield; Hall (27) Gary Lingle, Bill Schleicher; Holt (24) D.E. Carlson, GA 
Wingfield; Johnson (39) J.E. Ducey; Keith (9) GA Wingfield; Keya Paha (17) Mark A. Brogie, 
Michael J. Mossman, G.A. Wingfield; Knox (28) D.E. Carlson, J.J. Dinan; Lancaster (35) J.E. 
Ducey, Norma Johnson, Rosalind Morris; Lincoln (13) G.A. Wingfield; McPherson (12) Oona 
Bassett; Merrick (29) D.E. Carlson; Morrill (6) J.J. Dinan, R Grier; Nemaha (40) L.J. Padelford; 
Perkins (10) GA Wingfield; Red Willow (16) G.A. Wingfield; Sarpy (37) P.A. Bedell, R.G. 
Cortelyou, J.E. Ducey, Ruth Green, B.K. Padelford, L.J. Padelford; Saunders (34) J.J. Dinan, 
J.E. Ducey; Scotts Bluff (2) A.M. Kenitz, G.A. Wingfield; Sioux (1) T.E. Bray, DE CarJson,J.J. 
Dinan, L.J. Padelford, GA Wingfield; Thomas (14) D.E. Carlson; York (30) Lee Morris. 
The names of Mark A. Brogie and Michael Mossman are representative of the following 
individuals who also contributed nest and sight records in the Niobrara Preserve (Cherry, Keya 
Paha, and Brown counties): Ed Brogie, Ben Brown, Steven Churchill, Mary Clausen, Roger 
Dunn, Sue Earnst, Franklin Egelhoff, Fred Egelhoff, Martha Egelhoff, Richard Egelhoff, Craig 
Freeman, Chad Hagen, Kelli Hahn, Gail Kantak, Russell Kiefer, David Kizirian, Becky Kuhre, 
Beryl Kuhre, Loring Kuhre, Michael O'Leary, Debbie Paulson, Marycarol Tuman, and Gordon 
Warrick. 
Persons contributing over 15 Nest Cards were; D.E. Carlson (16), J.J. Dinan (45), J.E. Ducey 
(108), C.E. Johnson (23). A.M. Kenitz (27), and GA Wingfield (67). 
The following 48 Nebraska species which were reported in 1982 were not reported in the 1981 
Nesting Survey (NBR 50:38): Pied· billed Grebe, Eared Grebe, Western Grebe, Double·crested 
Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Cattle Egret, Green·backed Heron, Black·crowned Night 
Heron, Blue·winged Teal, Gadwall, Ruddy Duck, Turkey Vulture, American Kestrel, Greater 
Prairie·Chicken, Sharp·tailed Grouse, Wild Turkey, American Coot, Spotted Sandpiper, 
Upland Sandpiper, Long·billed Curlew, Black Tern, Rock Dove, Black·billed Cuckoo, 
Burrowing Owl, Common Nighthawk, Common Poorwill, Chimney Swift, Red·bellied 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Eastern Wood·Pewee, Great Crested Flycatcher, Cliff 
Swallow, Red·breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Rock Wren, Marsh Wren, Blue·gray 
Gnatcatcher, Bell's Vireo, Red·eyed Vireo, Louisiana Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, 
Scarlet Tanager, Black·headed Grosbeak, Rufous·sided Towhee, Indigo Bunting, Lark Bunting, 
Bobolink, and American Goldfinch. 
Five species reported in the 1981 survey were not reported in 1982: Sora, Bank Swallow, 
Eastern Meadowlark, House Finch, and Song Sparrow. 
Len McDaniel, Valentine Migratory Waterfowl Refuge, reported that approximately 300 
Eared Grebe nests were destroyed in Marsh Lakes by Ring·billed Gulls, with later nesting 
unknown. He also reported locating 141 duck nests on an island, but did not identify species 
(personal communication to RG. Cortelyou). 
Great Blue Heron cards represent 481 nests; Piping Plover cards 60 nests; and Least Tern 
cards 131 nests. 
Anyone who sees evidence of nesting, young, or adult birds carrying nesting material, food, or 
fecal sacs can submit the information without the use of a special form, although it will be 
appreciated if the information is in such form that it can be easily separated by species and 
county. This information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey by letters rather than 
numbers. 
Anyone who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited to write for North American 
Nest Record Cards to use in reporting the nest. Each nest requires a separate card, except for 
colonial nesting species, which require a separate card for each visit to the site. 
Cards, instruction sheets, and Laboratory of Ornithology Nest Survey newsletters may be 
obtained from Dr. Esther V. Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506. 
- Assistant Superintendent Outdoor Education/Recreation, 
Parks and Recreation Department, Lincoln. Nebraska 
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
Nebraska Bird Review 37
1. At that time the Ainsworth·Springview road crossed the Niobrara on a bridge at Meadville,
about 5 mi. upstream from the present US 183 bridge. The Bassett·Springview road crossed on a
bridge at Carns. The "Springview Bridge" apparently was the one at Meadville. - Ed.
Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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2. About 2.5 mi. south and 1 mi. west of the northeast corner of Brown County, near the present
Pine Glen WMA. - Ed.
Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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SPRING AND SUMMER BIRDS OF THE
NIOBRARA VALLEY PRESERVE AREA, NEBRASKA:
AN ANNOTATED CHECKLIST
Mark A. Brogie and Michael J. Mossman
The Niobrara Valley Preserve occupies an area of approximately 22,000 ha in north-central
Nebraska and includes parts of Brown, Cherry, and Keya Paha counties. This area was
purchased in 1980 by the Nature Conservancy because of the unique co-occurrence of habitat
types such as ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) forest, eastern deciduous forest, northern
forest (represented by white birch, Betula papyrifera) , mixed grass prairie, sandhills prairie, and
tallgrass prairie all existing within a proximity of 1.5-3 km.
Articles redacted at the author's request (January 2014).
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This confluence of habitat types, in conjunction with the area's central geographic setting, 
creates a significant zone of sympatry among eastern, western, northern, and southern bird 
species. Limited research on species' occurrence and hybridization has been conducted in the 
Niobrara Valley area (Johnsgard 1979; Short 1961, 1965a, 1965b, 1966; Sibley & Short 1964; 
Sibley and West 1959) although no detailed study of the region's avifauna has occurred. 
The following list contains those species observed by Preserve personnel from 4 April to 15 
August, 1982, with several pertinent records thereafter. The study area encompasses the 22,000 
ha Preserve and an additional approximate 20,000 ha of adjacent land. The total area is bounded 
at the west by the eastern edge of the Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge, 18 km east of 
Valentine, and extends eastward along the Niobrara River to a point three km east of the 
Meadville Bridge. The study area extends approximately three km north of the river and from 1-
13 km south, including all of Plum Creek Canyon downstream from its crossing at the 
Johnstown Road. 
Detailed records of nesting and other observations are kept at the Preserve headquarters. 
Mossman and Brogie (1983) discuss elsewhere the breeding of certain rare or unusual species in 
the study area. 
Nomenclature follows the Thirty·fourth Supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union 
Check·list of North American Birds 1982. 
KEY: 
Abundance 
a . abundant (a eommon species which is very numerous) 
c . common (certain to be seen in suitable habitat) 
u . uncommon (present, but not certain to be seen) 
o . occasional (seen only a few times during the season) 
r . rare (seen only once or twice; not out of normal range) 
x . accidental (rare and outside normal range) 
Season 
Sp . Spring (4 April· 31 May) 
Su . Summer (1 June· 15 August) 
Breeding Status 
* . a postive evidence of breeding (active nests or dependent young) in counties listed. 
PIED-BILLED GREBE (r'Sp) One seen 14 April. 
EARED GREBE (r-Sp) One found dead 7 May in Cherry County. 
WESTERN GREBE (r·Sp, r'Su) Pair seen from 30 May· 5 June. 
AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN (o·Sp, o·Su) Several flocks of 11-55 seen from 3 May· 24 June. 
One flock of 50 seen 4 August. 
DOUBLE·CRESTED CORMORANT (o·Sp, o·Su) Several groups of one to eight birds seen 
from 13 April· 4 June. 
AMERICAN BmERN (r·Sp) One seen 20 May in Brown County. 
LEAST BITTERN (r·Su) One seen 17 June in Brown County. 
GREAT BLUE HERON (u·Sp, u·Su) Seen frequently along river and larger streams. One seen in 
May carrying nesting material. Probable nester. 
GREEN·BACKED HERON (o·Su) Five seen from 1 June· 1 August. Probable nester. 
BLACK·CROWNED NIGHT·HERON (o·Sp) Four observations from 9 April-2 May. Heard 
again on 20·21 August. 
CANADA GOOSE (o·Sp) Several flocks seen from 11-14 April. 
WOOD DUCK* (c·Sp, u·Su; Brown) Two broods of five young each seen from 15 June·13 
July. 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL (u-Sp) Seen from 4 April· 6 May. 
MALLARD * (c·Sp, u·Su; BrOwn) Four broods with one to four young each seen from 15 June . 
13 July. 
NORTHERN PINTAIL (o·Sp) Four seen from 4-6 April. 
BLUE·WINGED TEAL (c·Sp, u·Su) Pairs seen throughout the summer. Probable nester. 
NORTHERN SHOVELER (o·Sp) Seen from 4 April· 10 May. 
GADWALL (r·Sp) One seen 4 April in Brown County. 
AMERICAN WIGEON (o-Sp) Seen from 5-15 April. 
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REDHEAD (r·Sp) Two seen 4 May. 
LESSER SCAUP (r·Sp) One seen 14 April in Brown County. 
COMMON MERGANSER (c·Sp) Seen from 4 April· 8 May. 
RUDDY DUCK (r·Sp) One seen 15 May in Brown County. 
TURKEY VULTURE" (c·Sp, c·Su; Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 5 April. Three breeding 
records (Mossman and Brogie 1983). 
OSPREY (o·Sp) Three sightings from 26 April· 7 May. 
BALD EAGLE (c·Sp, r'Su) Numerous sightings of both immatures and adults along river from 5-
12 April. One seen 12 May; one seen 14 June. 
NORTHERN HARRIER (u·Sp, r·Su) Five sightings from 13 April· 7 June. 
SHARp·SHINNED HAWK· (u·Sp, r·Su; Brown) Seen frequently from 7 April· 23 May; less 
commonly thereafter. One breeding record: nest with four eggs on 6 June (Mossman and 
Brogie 1983). 
COOPER'S HAWK (u~Sp, u·Su) Seen occasionally throughout study period. Probable nester. 
NORTHERN GOSHAWK (rSp) Three sightings from 11-16 April; two of which probably 
represent the same bird. 
BROAD·WINGED HAWK (o·Sp) Five sightings from 26 April· 14 May. 
SWAINSON'S HAWK (o·Su) Several sightings from 16 June· 17 July. 
RED·TAILED HAWK· (c·Sp, c·Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Three active nests, with one, two, and 
two nestlings respectively. 
FERRUGINOUS HAWK (r·Su) One seen 5 June in Brown County. 
ROUGH·LEGGED HAWK (r'Sp, r·Su) One seen 5 June; one seen 12 August. 
GOLDEN EAGLE (r·Sp) Two Brown County sightings; 14 April and 5 May. 
AMERICAN KESTREL· (c·Sp, c·Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Four breeding records. 
PRAIRIE FALCON (r·Sp, r·Su) Three sightings from 11 May· 28 June. 
GRAY PARTRIDGE (x·Sp) One seen 11 May in Cherry County. 
RING·NECKED PHEASANT· (u·Sp, u·Su; Keya Paha) One breeding record: female with 
chicks seen in late June. 
GREATER PRAIRIE·CHICKEN • (u·Sp, u·Su; Cherry) Eleven leks fOlmd from 13 April· 7 May. 
One breeding record: adult with three young seen 29 July. 
SHARp·TAILED GROUSE· (c·Sp, c·Su; Cherry) Fourteen leks found from 11 April· 27 May. 
One breeding record: six young seen with three adults 29 July. 
WILD TURKEY" (c·Sp, c·Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Nine breeding records. Three egg 
dates from 6 May·16 June. 
NORTHERN BOBWHITE· (u·Sp, u·Su; Cherry, Keya Paha) Three breeding records. 
VIRGINIA RAIL (o·Sp, r·Su) Several observations from 14 April· 11 June. Probable nester. 
SORA (r·Sp) One seen 13 May in Brown County. 
AMERICAN COOT (o·Sp, r·Su) Five sightings from 10-14 April; one seen 24 July. 
SANDHILL CRANE (c·Sp) Hundreds seen in migration from 5-30 April. 
SEMIPALMATED PLOVER (o·Sp) Several seen from 27 April· 17 May. 
PIPING PLOVER· (r·Su; Brown) Active nest colony on river east of Meadville (Mossman and 
Brogie 1983). 
KILLDEER· (c·Sp, c·Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Nine breeding records; young first seen 26 
May. 
AMERICAN AVOCET (r·Sp) Two seen: 28 and 29 April. 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS (o·Sp) Several sightings from 4 April 1 May. 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER (r·Sp) One seen 29 April. 
1. " ... All through the spring migration an:l all through the nesting season we may hear 
the weird winnowing sound of the snipe's courtship flight, a tremulous humming 
sound, loud and penetrating, audible at a long distance . .... The sound resembles the 
noise made by a duck's wings in rapidf/ight, a rapidly pulsating series of notes, who, 
who, who, who, who, who, who, who, increasing and then decreasing again in 
intensity. It has been termed the "bleating" of the snipe, but this does not seem to 
describe it so well as "winnowing". " A. C. Bent, Life Histories of North American 
Shore Birds, Part 1, p. 82. 
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WILLET (u-Sp) Several flocks of 1-37 birds seen from 20 April-lO May 
SPOTTED SANDPIPER" (eSp, c-Su; Keya Paha) First seen 15 April. One breeding record: 
nest with two eggs on 17 June. 
UPLAND SANDPIPER" (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry) First seen 11 April. One breeding record: 
nestwith two eggs on 5 May. 
LONG-BILLED CURLEW· (o-Sp, r-Su; Brown) First seen 11 April. One breeding record: nest 
with two eggs on 5 May. 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER (o-Sp) Several sightings from 3-17 May. 
LEAST SANDPIPER (u-Sp) Several flocks seen from 3-10 May. 
BAIRD'S SANDPIPER (o-Sp, o-Su) Six seen from 4-6 April; several seen on 14 and 22 July. 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER (r-Sp, r-Su) One seen 6 May; two seen 22 July. 
STILT SANDPIPER (r-Sp) One seen 9 May. 
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER (r-Sp) Flock of six seen 3 May in Brown County. 
COMMON SNIPE (u-Sp, r-Su) Winnowing l heard and birds observed from 14 April- 5 June. 
One seen 13 km south of study area on 25 June. Probable breeder. 
RING-BILLED GULL (o-Sp, r-Su) Several sightings from 4 April - 6 June. 
COMMON TERN (r-Sp) One seen 14 May. 
FORSTER'S TERN (o-Sp) Several sightings from 29 April-17 May. 
LEAST TERN· (r-Su; Brown) Active nest colony on river east of Meadville (Mossman and 
Brogie 1983). 
BLACK TERN (r-Su) Two transients seen 5 June. 
ROCK DOVE· (o-Sp, o-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Several local tarms contam reSlaent 
birds. 
MOURNING DOVE· (a-Sp, a-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Sixty-one breeding records. 
Forty-two egg dates from 12 May - 30 August. Nest building as early as 25 April. 
BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO· (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown) First seen 29 May. One breeding record: 
territorial bird near freshly built nest on 11 June. 
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO (u-Sp, u-Su) First seen 20 May. Food-carrying and territorial 
birds observed in June, July, and August. Probable nester. 
COMMON BARN-OWL (r-Su) Group of four individuals seen in Brown County in late August 
by local residents. 
EASTERN SCREECH-OWL· (u-Sp, u-Su; Cherry) One breeding record: adult and four 
fledglings observed 29 July. 
GREAT HORNED OWL" (c-Sp, c-Su; Cherry, Keya Paha) Two breeding records: both nests 
fledged two young. 
BURROWING OWL· (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown) First seen 19 April. Nine individuals seen in prairie 
dog town on 23 August, of which at least four were immature birds. 
LONG-EARED OWL· (o-Sp, r-Su; Cherry) One breeding record: nest with four eggs on 12 May 
(Mossman and Brogie 1983). 
COMMON NIGHTHAWK • (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 14 May. Eight 
breeding records. Seven egg dates from 4-23 June. First summer flock seen 25 August. 
COMMON POORWILL • (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown) First heard 2 May. One breeding record: nest 
with two young on 3 July. 
WHIP-POOR-WILL (o-Su) Three singing males found, one in each county: 3 and 14 June, 13 
July. Probable nester. 
ChiMNEY SWIFT· (o-Sp, o-Su; Brown) First seen 14 May. One breeding record: nest with five 
eggs in chimney on 10 June. 
BELTED KINGFISHER· (c-Sp, u-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Two breeding records. Several other 
nest burrows found without positive evidence of nesting. 
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER· (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 6 May. 
Four breeding records. Fledged young first seen 24 July. 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (o-Sp, o-Su) Territorial and cavity-inspecting birds observed 
from April-July. Probable nester. 
DOWNY WOODPECKER· (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown) Two breeding records: nestlings on 15 and 28 
June. 
HAIRY WOODPECKER· (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Eight breeding records. Six 
nestling dates from 30 May - 16 June. 
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NORTHERN FLICKER * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Five breeding records_ Four 
nestling dates from 4-20 June. 
EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE (u-Sp, u-Su) First seen 19 May. Singing males observed in June and 
July; bird seen carrying nesting material in early June. Probable nester. 
WILLOW FLYCATCHER (r-Sp, r-Su) Singing males observed in June and July. Probable 
nester. 
LEAST FLYCATCHER (o-Sp, o-Su) Singing males observed in May and June. Probable nester. 
EASTERN PHOEBE' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 7 April. Twenty-seven 
breeding records. Ten egg dates from 27 April - 28 June. 
SAY'S PHOEBE (r-Sp) One seen 12 April in Brown County. One seen 13 April in Cherry 
County. 
GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, KeyaPaha) First seen6May. 
Four breeding records. 
WESTERN KINGBIRD' (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown) First seen 4 May. One breeding record. Adult 
feeding nestlings on 10 July. 
EASTERN KINGBIRD' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 4 may. Five 
breeding records. One egg date: 3 July. 
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER (x-Sp) One seen 13 May in Brown County. 
HORNED LARK' (a-Sp, a-Su; Brown, Cherry) Five breeding records. Four egg dates from 9 
June - 8 July. 
TREE SWALLOW (o-Sp, o-Su) Birds inspecting cavities in early May. Probable nester. 
NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First 
seen 27 April. Fifteen breeding records. Fledglings first seen 12 June. 
CLIFF SWALLOW' (r-Sp, r-Su; Keya Paha) First seen 14 May. One colony: birds seen nest 
building and occupying old nests on cliff on 4 June. 
BARN SWALLOW' (c-Sp, c-Su, Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 15 April. Thirty 
breeding records, with 16 egg dates from 31 May - 23 June. Nestlings seen as late as 6 
September. 
BLUE JAY' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry) First seen 30 April. Six breeding records. Two egg 
dates: 6 and 20 June. Fledglings first seen 28 June. 
BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE' (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown, Cherry) Ten breeding records. Five nestling 
dates: 24 May - 11 June. Fledglings first seen 28 June. 
AMERICAN CROW' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown) Six breeding records; five of which represent family 
groups in which nest location is uncertain as to county. 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Six breeding records. 
Fledglings first seen 12 June. 
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH' (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Three breeding records. 
Fledglings found 12 and 15 June (Mossman and Brogie 1983)_ 
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH' (c-Sp, c-Su; Cherry, Keya Paha) Three breeding records. 
Nestlings found on 10 May and 4 June_ 
BROWN CREEPER' (r-Su; Brown) One breeding record (Mossman and Brogie 1983). 
ROCK WREN (r-Sp) One seen 3 May in Brown County. 
BEWICK'S WREN (r-Sp) One seen 3 May in Brown County. One seen4 May in Cherry County. 
HOUSE WREN* (eSp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry Keya Paha) First seen 9 May. Nine breeding 
records. Six nestmg dates from 16-28 June. 
MARSH WREN' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown) First seen 26 May_ One breeding record: nest with two 
eggs found on 1 June_ Many empty nests found. 
GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET (o-Sp) First seen 26 April. 
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET (u-Sp) First seen 14 April. 
EASTERN BLUEBIRD' (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown) First seen 11 April. Two breeding records. At least 
30 territorial males recorded. 
TOWNSEND'S SOLITARE (o-Sp) Five sightings of seven birds from l3-29 April. 
WOOD THRUSH (o-Sp, o-Su) Three singing males heard in Brown County in June and July. 
Probable nester. 
AMERICAN ROBIN' (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Twelve nesting records. Nest 
building as early as 25 April. Eggs found from 22 May - 3 July. Nestlings first seen on 13 May. 
GRAY CATBIRD (o-Sp, o-Su) First seen 28 May. Probable nester. 
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NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD (o-Sp, o-Su) Two pair and three singing males seen from 24 May 
through July. Probable nester. 
BROWN THRASHER * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) First seen 2 May, Four breeding 
records_ One egg date: 4 June_ 
CEDAR WAXWING (r-Sp) Flock of five seen 26 May_ 
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry) First seen 9 April. Seven breeding 
records. Three egg dates from 24 May - 1 June. Nestlings first seen 24 May. 
EUROPEAN STARLING- (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Two breeding records. 
BELL'S VIREO * (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown) First seen 20 May. Three breeding records. One egg date: 
adult incubating four eggs on 21 June. 
SOLITARY VIREO (o-Sp) Five seen from 14-18 May. 
WARBLING VIREO * (o-Sp, o-Su; Brown) First seen 14 May. One breeding record: bird 
building nest on 5 June_ 
PHILADELPHIA VIREO (r-Sp) One seen 20 May in Brown County. 
RED-EYED VIREO * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) First seen 17 May. Two breeding records. 
BLUE-WINGED WARBLER (r-Sp) One seen 15 May in Keya Paha County. Brewster's hybrid 
seen 19 May in Keya Paha County. 
Brewster's hybrid seen 19 May in Keya Paha County. 
TENNESSEE WARBLER (r-Sp) Two seen: 15 and 20 May. 
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (c-Sp) Seen from 26 April- 15 May. 
YELLOW WARBLER (c-Sp, o-Su) First seen 10 May. Several singing males observed in June. 
Probable nester. 
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER (a-Sp) First seen 25 April. 
BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER (r-Sp) Two seen: 16 and 17 May. 
PRAIRIE WARBLER (x-Sp, x-Su) One male singing repeatedly from a grove of 5-8 m tall bur 
oaks (Quercus macrocarpa) from 26 May - 1 June, in Brown County. Absent thereafter. 
PALM WARBLER (r-Sp) One seen 15 May in Keya Paha County. 
BLACKPOLL WARBLER (o-Sp) Seen from 10-16 May. 
BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER (c-Sp, cSu) First seen 25 April. Numerous singing males 
and territorial birds observed from May-August. Probable nester. 
AMERICAN REDSTART (u-Sp, u-Su) First seen 15 May. Singing males seen in May, June, and 
July. Probable nester. 
OVENBIRD (c-Sp, c-Su) First seen 6 May. Numerous singing males and territorial birds 
observed from May-August. Probable nester. 
NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH (r-Sp) One seen 3 May in Brown County. 
COMMON YELLOWTHROAT * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown) First seen 3 May. One breeding record: 
nest with five young on 21 June. 
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT (u-Su) First seen 26 May. Territorial and food-carrying birds 
observed in June and July. Probable nester. 
SCARLET TANAGER * (u·Sp, u·Su; Brown) First seen 13 May. One breeding record: nest with 
four young on 22 June. 
NORTHERN CARDINAL (o-Sp, o·Su) Singing males and territorial birds seen in May and June. 
Probable nester. 
ROSE·BREASTED GROSBEAK (c·Sp) Seen from 8·26 May. Evidently none stay to nest. 
BLACK·HEADED GROSBEAK * (c·Sp, c·Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 6 May. 
Four breeding records, including three observations of nest building from 28 May· 12 June. 
BLUE GROSBEAK (o-Sp, u·Su) First seen 15 May. Singing males observed throughout 
summer. Probable nester. 
LAZULI BUNTING (o-Sp, u·Su) First seen 15 May. Singing males seen in May and June. 
Probable nester. 
INDIGO BUNTING- (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) First seen 15 May. Four breeding 
records. One egg date: 20 June. 
DICKCISSEL (u-Su) First seen 11 June. Singing males seen in June and July. Probable nester. 
RUFOUS· SIDED TOWHEE * (c·Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Four breeding records. Two egg 
dates: 9 and 21 June. 
AMERICAN TREE SPARROW (c·Sp) Last seen 15 April. 
CHIPPING SPARROW * (c·Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) First seen 22 April. Three breeding 
records. One egg date: 23 May. 
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CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (u-Sp, r-Su) First seen 3 May. Territorial birds seen in May and 
June. Probable nester. 
FIELD SPARROW' (eSp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 13 April. Seven breeding 
records. Three egg dates from 1·23 June. 
VESPER SPARROW (o-Sp, r-Su) First seen 16 April. Singing males seen in May, June, and July. 
Probable nester. 
LARK SPARROW * (a-Sp, a-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 26 April. Sixteen 
breeding records, with 11 egg dates from 23 May - 21 June. First fledgling seen 11 June. 
LARK BUNTING * (o-Sp, o-Su; Cherry) First seen 4 May. One breeding record: downy 
fledgling seen 19 August. 
SAVANNAH SPARROW (o-Sp) Three seen from 3-14 May. 
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW * (a-Sp, a-Su; Keya Paha) First seen 23 April. One breeding 
record: nest with eggs on 21 June. 
SONG SPARROW (c-Sp) Numerous sightings from 12 April- 9 May. 
LINCOLN'S SPARROW (u-Sp) Several seen from 27 April - 9 May. 
SWAMP SPARROW (r-Sp, r-Su) First seen 20 April. Territorial birds seen in June and July. 
Probable nester. 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW (o-Sp) Three seen from 3-6 May. 
WHITE CROWNED SPARROW (u·Sp) Several groups seen from 3-5 May. 
HARRIS' SPARROW (r-Sp) One seen 16 May in Brown County. 
DARK-EYED JUNCO (c-Sp) Last seen 29 April. 
CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR (o-Sp) Three observations from 11-14 May. 
BOBOLINK (o-Sp, o-Su) First seen 26 May. Singing males seen in June and July. Probable 
nester. 
RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) Males present at beginning of 
study. Females first seen 14 April. Twenty-seven nests found with eggs or young; numerous 
other nests found. 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK * (a-Sp, a-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Eleven breeding 
records. Seven egg dates from 9-24 May. 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD (o-Sp) Seen from 27 April-3 May. 
COMMON GRACKLE * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Fourteen nests with eggs or 
young; 60 other nests not checked. 
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) First seen 13 April. 
Ten nests found containing cowbird eggs or young (parasitized species include: Horned Lark, 
Orchard Oriole, Rufous-sided Towhee, Lark Sparrow, and Field Sparrow). Eight egg dates 
from 27 May - 21 June. 
ORCHARD ORIOLE * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown) First seen 20 May. Three breeding records and 
several empty nests. 
NORTHERN ORIOLE * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown, Keya Paha) First seen 9 May. Five active and 18 
inactive nests found. 
PURPLE FINCH (r-Sp) One seen 29 April in Brown County. 
RED CROSSBILL (r-Su) One seen 7 June in Cherry County. 
PINE SISKIN (c-Sp) Last seen 17 May. 
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH * (c-Sp, c-Su; Brown) One breeding record: freshly built nest with 
both adults present on 24 July. 
EVENING GROSBEAK (r-Sp) Flock of 25 seen 29 April in Brown County. 
HOUSE SPARROW * (u-Sp, u-Su; Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha) Several local farms contain 
resident birds. 
ADDENDUM: 
Included here are those species which have been recorded on the study area previous to or since 
this work was completed, but which were not observed during the 1982 spring and summer field 
season. 
TUNDRA SWAN - Two seen on river 10 December, 1981. 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE - Flock seen 21 October, 1981. 
SNOW GOOSE - Flock seen on river 20 October, 1981. 
MERLIN - One seen in Cherry County in September, 1981. 
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PEREGRINE FALCON - Two 1982 Keya Paha County sightings: 14 and 25 September. 
WHOOPING CRANE - Four adults seen on river l.5 km west of the Norden Bridge 29 and 30 
October, 1982. Several other historic sightings. 
SHORT-EARED OWL - Historic nesting record in Brown County in late 1960's. 
RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD - Observed in past years by local residents. 
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD Group of four seen 28 October, 1982 in Brown County. 
SWAINSON'S THRUSH - One seen in September, 1981 in Brown County. 
HERMIT THRUSH - One seen 28 September, 1982 in Brown County_ 
YELLOW-THROATED VIREO - Four individuals seen in May and June, 1964 (Short 1965)_ 
NASHVILLE WARBLER - Several seen from 28 September - 13 October, 1982. 
NORTHERN PARULA - One seen 21 June, 1964 (Short 1964). 
FOX SPARROW - One seen in October, 1981 in Cherry County. 
SUMMARY: 
One hundred eighty-six bird species were recorded from the Niobrara Valley Preserve and 
adjacent areas from 4 April - 15 August 1982. Direct evidence of nesting was obtained for 75 
species. An additional 30 species almost certainly nest, although definite evidence is lacking. 
This total of 105 species represents over half of the birds believed to currently breed or have 
bred in Nebraska (Johnsgard 1979). 
The list of 1982 spring and summer birds includes one federally endangered species (Bald 
Eagle); one state threatened species (Interior Least Tern), seven species on the state "special 
concern list" (Great Blue Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Cooper's Hawk, Ferruginous 
Hawk, Piping Plover, Common Barn-Owl, Eastern Bluebird) many species which are at or near 
the edges of their breeding range (eg., Common Snipe, Least Flycatcher, TreeSwallow, Red-
breasted Nuthatch, Ovenbird), and three rarities that apparently wandered beyond their normal 
range (Gray Partridge, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Prairie Warbler). Additionally two other 
federally endangered species (Peregrine Falcon and Whooping Crane) were seen on the 
Preserve during the fall of 1982 (see Addendum). 
Although this species list will undoubtedly be expanded in the future, the observations 
presented here demonstrate that the area is rich in avifauna and worthy of preservation efforts. 
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BREEDING STATUS OF SELECTED BIRD SPECIES 
IN THE NIOBRARA VALLEY PRESERVE AREA, 
NEBRASKA 
by Michael J. Mossman and Mark A. Brogie 
INTRODUCTION 
The Niobrara Valley Preserve is located in north·central Nebraska and includes a variety of 
relatively undisturbed grassland, woodland, and wetland habitats. The diversity of habitats, in 
conjunction with the area's central geographic location near the 100th meridian, results in a 
diverse avifauna with many species and subspecies occurring at or near the western, eastern, 
southern, or northern edge of their breeding ranges. Several pairs of sibling species and 
subspecies are found here within their narrow band of sympatry. The breeding list of the 
Preserve and environs includes at least 105 species (Brogie and Mossman 1983), several of 
which are rare or declining in Nebraska or nationwide. 
This paper describes the evidence of breeding for those species and subspecies considered 
significant on the basis of their rarity, critical population status, or marginal geographic 
occurrence. A few other species are discussed that are conspicuous in their absence or scarcity. 
Unless otherwise indicated, information on statewide and regional distribution and 
abundance is from Johnsgard (1979a, 1979b, 1980). The designations of statewide endangered, 
threatened, or special concern status are from the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(1977) and Ross Lock (Neb. Game and Parks Comm., pers. comm. 1982). Additional 
information on national and regional status is indicated by reference to the American Birds Blue 
List for 1982 (Tate and Tate 1982). 
STUDY AREA AND METHODS 
The study area includes the 22,000 ha Niobrara Valley Preserve, owned by The Nature 
Conservancy, and an additional 20,000 ha of adjacent, privately owned land. The area extends 
50 km along the Niobrara River in Cherry, Brown, and Keya Paha counties. Study area 
boundaries are described in Brogie and Mossman (1983). The river valley contains exposed 
sandbars, floodplain forest dominated by cottonwood (Populus deltoides) and green ash 
(Fraxinus pensylvanica), scattered oxbow marshes with species such as cattail (Typha lati/olia), 
bulrush (Scirpus actus), and sandbar willow (Salix discolor), and eastern deciduous forest 
dominated by bur oak (Quercus macrocarpo), basswood (Tilia americana), green ash, and 
ironwood (Ostrya virginiana). White birch (Betula papyri/era) occurs in several springbranch 
canyons and north·facing slopes. Grazed sandhill prairie covers the flat to hilly uplands south of 
the river. The Crookston Table lies north of the river and supports grazed mixed grass prairie 
and cropland. Uplands on both sides of the river are dissected by canyons containing ponderosa 
pine (Pinus ponderosa) . bur oak woodland and eastern deciduous forest. 
We surveyed for birds almost daily by foot, truck, and canoe during the perion 4 April· 10 July 
1982, and less frequently during the remainder of the summer. Records were also collected from 
other Preserve personnel and local residents. A complete summary of breeding records for all 
species is maintained at the Preserve headquarters. 
Common names of birds follow the recent supplement to the AOU checklist (American 
Ornithologists' Union 1982). 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Eastern species 
Positive evidence of breeding was secured for the Wood Duck, Bobwhite, Eastern Phoebe, 
White·breasted Nuthatch, Eastern Bluebird, Red·eyed Vireo, and Scarlet Tanager. Other 
eastern species that were present during the breeding season and which almost certainly nested 
are the Green·backed Heron, Whip-poor-will, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern Wood Pewee, 
Wood Thrush, Black-and-white Warbler, Ovenbird, American Redstart, and Northern 
Cardinal. 
Green-backed Herons were seen as far west as Little Cedar Creek, Cherry County. The 
westernmost Wood Duck brood was in T33N R23W Sec. 31, Brown County. Three Whip-
poor-wills were heard singing during the summer at different sites: on 14 June in Plum Creek 
Canyon (Brown County); on 13 July in Turkey Creek Canyon (Keya Paha County); the 
westernmost, on 3 and 4 June in T34N R25W Sec. 28 (Cherry County) - these are considerably 
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farther west than previous summer records, except for observations made around the turn of 
the century in Cherry and Brown Counties (Brunner 1896, Bates 1900). Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers occurred at 6 sites, as far west as T33N R25W Sec. 12, Cherry County. Adults 
were seen repeatedly at 2 sites; at one of these we watched a female enter a tree cavity while an 
adult male called from the same tree. This species evidently occurred here rarely a half century 
ago (Youngworth 1955). 
Singing male Eastern Wood-Pewees were recorded at many sites all along the river and in 
several canyons, and on 4 June a bird was carrying nest material along McGill Creek, Keya Paha 
County. The Eastern Phoebe nested in most abandoned buildings and wooden bridges in the 
river valley and canyons. White-breasted Nuthatches occurred along the entire stretch of the 
river valley. In Cherry County we saw adults feeding nestlings in tree cavaties on 2 occasions: on 
10 May in a bur oak in T33N R25W Sec. 11, and on 4 June in a cottonwood in T34N R2SW Sec. 
29. 
The Eastern Bluebird is on the Blue List and Nebraska's special concern list. We recorded 
over 30 territorial males in oak savanna habitat along the river in Brown and Keya Paha counties, 
and saw one active nest, a family group, and various examples of nesting behavior. We found 
single singing Wood Thrushes at 3 localities in hardwoods along the river, all in T33N R23W 
Sec. 32 and 33, Brown County. Singing was heard frequently from 14 May into August. Short 
(1966) found Wood Thrushes in this vicinity in 1964, and Youngworth (1955) reported them 
previously. 
The following 4 species of the eastern deciduous forest were fairly common along the entire 
stretch of the valley and in some canyons. Youngworth (1955) found all 4 species here during 
previous summers. Red-eyed Vireos were building a nest on 12 June in T33N R23W Sec. 26, 
Keya Paha County, and a pair of adults were feeding 2 fledglings in T33N R23W Sec. 33, Brown 
County, on 21 August. Black-and-white Warblers obviously nested here, although positive 
evidence is lacking. We saw 2 birds, evidently a pair, scold and chase a Robin on 13 May, and saw 
another presumed pair making repeated visits to one spot on the litter·covered ground on 23 
May. Breeding records are also lacking for the Ovenbird, although on 3 and 23 June in Cherry 
County we encountered agitated birds that behaved as though a nest or young were nearby; on 
the latter date, one bird carried food in its bill. Short (1961) found Ovenbird nests in the study 
area in 1955, and several nests were found previously by Youngworth (1955). A Scarlet 
Tanager nest containing 4 nestlings was found by Ed M. Brogie on 22 June, in a 12 m bur oak at a 
height of 9 m, in T33N R24W Sec. 18 NE, Brown County. This species was also recorded in the 
study area by Short (1961). 
The Northern Cardinal occurred uncommonly in riparian areas and we encountered 
territorial individuals and pairs on several occasions. 
The absence of several eastern species was noteworthy. Barred Owls were not recorded 
even though we spent many nights in the field and played taped calls in riverbottom woods. This 
was an uncommon resident in our area at one time (Youngworth 1955). Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds and Purple Martins were apparently absent, although Hummingbirds have 
been seen in previous years by local residents, and Martins evidently nest in nearby Ainsworth 
(Short 1965) and occurred previously along the river (Youngworth 1955). Although we are 
familiar with vocalizations of the Yellow-throated Vireo, we found none in the study area. 
Short (1965) recorded 3 singing males and a female here in late May and June of 1964, and it may 
be that breeding populations are unstable this far west. We found no Northern Parulas nor 
Cerulean Warblers, and consider those collected along the Niobrara by Short (1965) to be 
summer wanderers. The Rose-breasted Grosbeak occurred only in migration. Eastern 
Meadowlarks were absent, probably owing to the scarcity of lowland prairies and meadows. 
Western species and subspecies 
Thirty years ago Youngworth (1955) noted that our vicinity was "fast becoming the eastern 
limit for many prairie forms which formerly blanketed eastern Nebraska and much of Iowa and 
Minnesota," including the Long-billed Curlew. This species is on the Blue List and it evidently 
no longer breeds east of the sandhills. We could account for only 2 breeding pairs on the study 
area, both in relatively flat sandhill prairie: Deborah Paulson found an adult on a nest with 2 eggs 
on 5 May in T32N R23W Sec. 11, Brown County, and it was also observed on subsequent dates; 
the second pair was very defensive on 2 June, diving at us and exhibiting distraction behavior, in 
Cherry County. 
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Common Poor wills were reard singing throughout the study area, as far east as Plum 
Creek Canyon in Brown County. On 3 July we flushed an adult from a nest containing 2 young. 
The nest was at the base of a clump of little bluestem (Andropogon scoparius) and 0.3 m tall 
sumac (Rhus glabra) in rolling sandhill prairie, in T32N R23W Sec. 7, Brown County. 
The Northern Flicker was represented by both yellow- and red-shafted forms, the latter 
being outnumbered by a ratio of approximately 20: 1. We found 4 nests of the yellow-shafted 
form and one nest attended by a red-shafted adult. Hybridization evidently occurs, for we saw 
birds of intermediate shaft color. 
We located 10 active Black-billed Magpie nests in the sandhills - 9 in Brown and 1 in Cherry 
County. Three nests were in chokecherry (Prunus virginiana), 2 in hackberry (Celtis 
occidentalis), 2 in red cedar (Juniperus virginiana), 2 in green ash, and 1 in ponderosa pine, at 
heights of 2.1-7 m. 
Prior to the present study, only one Nebraska breeding record had been secured for the Red-
breasted Nuthatch (Johnsgard 1980). Short (1965) found 2 pairs of Red·breasted Nuthatches 
within the study area in June 1964, and assumed they probably nested here. Youngworth (1955) 
failed to note them here previously. We found this to be a common breeding species on the study 
area, in ponderosa pine woods. We saw an adult (accompanied by a second bird, presumably its 
mate) excavating a cavity in a dead pine stump on 15 June in Brown County. On 12 June we 
watched for 15 minutes as an adult fed 2 fledglings in oak·pine woodland in Turkey Creek 
Canyon, T33N R23W Sec. 26 SW, Keya Paha County. The fledglings displayed yellowish gape 
flanges; they were silent and stationary, perched in a bur oak. The adult foraged within 10 m of 
the young birds, bringing food to them every 1·5 minutes. On 15 June an adult fed a fledgling in a 
pine in Moore Creek Canyon, T32N R22W Sec. 22, Brown County. The young bird was actively 
creeping on the trunk and limbs, and its bill had yellowish edges. On 22 June, 2 fledglings were 
food· begging and being fed by adults, in T33N R23W Sec. 16 SW, Keya Paha County. 
The Black-headed Grosbeak was common on the study area along the entire river valley 
and in most canyons. Females were building nests on 28 May near East Middle Creek, Keya 
Paha County, on 4 June in T34N R25W Sec. 29, Cherry County, and on 12 June in Turkey 
Creek Canyon, Keya Paha County. On 17 June a female was on a nest in a green ash in Quinn 
Canyon, Brown County. We found no evidence of hybridization with the Rose·breasted 
Grosbeak, which evidently did not nest here. In contrast, the Rose-breasted Grosbeak nested 
here commonly 30·50 years ago, whereas the Black·headed Grosbeak occurred only rarely 
(Youngworth 1955). 
Lazuli Buntings certainly nested in the study area, and they were found at scattered sites as 
far east as Quinn and Hurlbut Canyons in Brown County. We do not know if any individuals 
bred with the cogeneric Indigo Bunting, which outnumbered the Lazuli by a factor of 
approximately 40:1. 
Hybridization of the 2 Northern Oriole subspecies also appears to occur, although we 
recognized only one bird that displayed obvious hybrid characters: an adult male with a half-
black head and wide wing patch, attending a nest near East Middle Creek in Keya Paha County. 
All other Northern Orioles seen closely were of the Baltimore form. Youngworth (1955) made 
similar observations 30·50 years ago. 
Several western species did not nest here, although thel' might be expected. We were 
stJrprised to find only one Ferruginous Hawk, apparently a vagrant, on 5 June. This species is 
on the Nebraska special concern list. We saw Golden Eagles on 14 April and 6 May; these were 
evidently wandering individuals, and one was an immature. A Prairie Falcon was seen on 
several occasions during summer 1981 (Ben Brown, pers. comm. 1982), and again several times 
in summer 1982. All sightings were near Plum Creek Canyon and the Niobrara River, Brown 
County. We scanned almost aU cliffs in this area and found no evidence of nesting. No Western 
Wood Peewees were observed. Two Say's Phoebes and one Rock Wren were found near 
abandoned buildings in April and May but none stayed to nest. Youngworth (1955) found both 
species apparently nesting in our area previously. 
Northern species 
Six species of northern distribution apparently nested here, and one species that might be 
expected - the Song Sparrow - occurred commonly during migration but was not found 
during the breeding season although seemingly suitable habitat was available. 
The Common Snipe is considered a "very rare or highly local breeder" in Nebraska 
(Johnsgard 1979a), and Wood (Nebr. Bird Rev. 38:17. 1970) recorded an adult with young 
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several kilometers southeast of the study area in Rock County. Although wetland habitat was 
not extensive on the study area, this species probably nested in some smaU marshes along the 
Niobrara. The most likely site is in T33N R25W Sec. 12 NE, Cherry County, where a bird was 
winnowing' on 4 and 5 June. In T33N R23W Sec. 33, birds were heard winnowing and up to 6 
were seen at one time, from 12·23 April. We found no Snipe at the latter site on several 
subsequent visits, including an afternoon spent dragging the marsh with a rope to flush birds. 
Three were flushed in T32N R22W Sec. 80n 27 April. One winnowed over Sunnybrook Swamp, 
T33N R24W Sec. 18, on 13 May. Another bird was seen just south ofthe study area, flying over 
Hwy. 20, l.5 km east of Johnstown, Brown County, on 25 June. 
The Least Flycatcher is considered a very rare breeder in Nebraska. Two pairs were 
previously found during the breeding season in the study area in Brown County (Short 1%5), 
and Youngworth (1955) considered that "apparently a few remain to breed" along this section of 
the Niobrara. We found 9 singing males in 7 sites between 20 May and 5 June in Keya Paha and 
Brown Counties. It probably nested in at least some of these sites but further observations are 
needed. 
Tree Swallows probably nested at a few sites in wetlands along the river valley and Plum 
Creek. On 4 May, 4 were inspecting cavities 3·5 m up in a dead snag over standing water, in a 
marsh along the river in Cherry County. On 13 May we saw 2 at Sunnybrook Swamp in Brown 
County, and we saw 1 here again on 5 June. On 10 July 1 was recorded in an open marshy site 
with dead standing trees along Plum Creek. Short (1%1) noted Tree Swallows along the river 
near Valentine in June 1955. 
The Brown Creeper evidently breeds in the Pine Ridge area and rarely along the Missouri 
River, where Aughey (in Bent 1948:50) found several nests in the 1800's. The only recent records 
are from Sarpy County, where a nest was found beneath a slab of hardwood bark in 1975 
(Cortelyou 1975), and nests were found in 1977 (Bennett 1978). Only one pair of Creepers was 
recorded in our study area. We found these birds on 9 July in T32NR22W Sec. 10 NW, Brown 
County, on the Niobrara floodplain among American elm (Ulmus americana), cottonwood, red 
cedar, green ash, and ponderosa pine. Many of the elms, cottonwoods and pines were dead, 
with the bark peeling. On this day we saw an adult carry food to a rotton, 15 m tall ponderosa 
pine while a male sang nearby. The nest was found beneath a slab of peeling bark at a height of 6 
m. It contained 2 nestlings. 
Although singing Clay-colored Sparrows were common in the sandhills during 3·14 May, 
we found only 2 during the breeding season, both in Brown County sandhiUs. One was singing on 
25 May in a strip of planted red cedar and ponderosa pine 2-4 m tall, and the other was in shrubby 
sandhills prairie on 1 June. Youngworth (1955) considered this a rare breeder in the area. 
Swamp Sparrows were found singing in 2 willow·choked marshes along the Niobrara, and 
they almost certainly nested at both sites. Five birds were seen and heard singing in T33N R23W 
Sec. 32 on 1 June and later dates. Five were singing in T33N R23W Sec. 2 on 25 July. 
Southern species 
Johnsgard (1979a) mentions that the Northern Mockingbird breeds occasionally as far 
north at Thomas and Greeley Counties in the sandhiUs. This species evidently nested on the 
study area and we found it in 5 sandhills sites in T32N, R23·24 W, Brown County. A territorial 
pair was seen at one site on 24 May and again on 14 June. We found another territorial pair on 27 
May, and recorded 3 singing males in a third area on 3 July. 
Significant non·peripheral species 
Although the Great mue Heron nests in many locations in Nebraska, it is included on the 
special concern lists of Nebraska and American Birds, largely because rookeries are sensitive to 
human disturbance. Most nests in the Great Plains are in riparian sites, lakes, or reservoirs. We 
have records of 3 nesting areas, all in uplands. 
Great Blue Herons are uncommon along this stretch of the Niobrara during the breeding 
season, although according to local residents they were more abundant 10 years ago before 
canoeing became popular here. They nested previously at 2 sites in the sandhills of Brown 
County, although both sites were inactive in 1982 and no old nest structures were found. One 
site was active until at least ca. 1976 and consisted of several nests in a group of ponderosa pines 
near the Cherry County line in T33N R24W, probably in Sec. 18, 1·4 km south ofthe river (Alfred 
Conner, pers. comm. 1982). The other site was evidently a single nest in a pine, active for many 
l. See footnote, NBR 51:46 
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years, ca. 2 km south of the rivH in T32N R23W Sec. 4 (Nilo Kuhre, pers. comm. to Ben Brown 
1982). 
We suspected nesting by a pair in Fairfield Creek Canyon. One or 2 Herons were often seen in 
the canyon or near its mouth and one was seen flying up the canyon with something, evidently 
nesting material, in its bill. We found Great Blue Herons in substantial numbers at the fish 
hatchery ponds in T34N R26W Sec. 21·22; 12 were counted here on 2 June. 
At least some of the Great Blue Herons seen on the eastern section of the study area came 
from the rookery located 20 km north of the river in T34N R22W Sec. 10 NENE, Keya Paha 
County. Birds were seen flying to and from the direction of the rookery on several occasions. 
This rookery occurs in a 8 ha. grove of mature cottonwoods surrounded by hay, pasture, and 
corn, and it has been active for at least 5 years (Mrs. Ben Weston, pers. comm. 1982). On 21 July 
we counted 56 active nests in a total of 25 trees near the center of this grove, and some young 
birds were able to fly a short distance. 
The Turkey Vulture evidently breeds locally throughout most of the state, although few 
nests or roosts have been recorded. Only 2 nests have been reported since 1904 (Lionberger 
1944, Hatch and Garrels 1971). It was considered a breeder in Cherry County near the turn of 
the century (Brunner 1896) and Youngworth (1955) considered it a regular summer resident 
along this stretch of the Niobrara, but nesting was not documented. 
This is a common spring and summer resident on the Preserve, and up to 15 birds were found 
on various occasion, roosting or sunning in trees on the north·facing slope and adjacent 
floodplain of the river. Two nests were recorded in past years in the study area, and 3 new nests 
were located in 1982. All but the Brown site were on the upper edges of steep, south· facing bluffs 
at the edge of the Crookston Table, in ponderosa pine woodland with other species such as red 
cedar, yucca (Yucca g[auca), poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans), and aromatic sumac (Rhus 
aromatica). 
"Egelhoff" Turkey Vulture nest site, April 1982. 
EGELHOFF SITE. One nestUng was found ca. 1960 by Richard Egelhoff (pers. comm. 1982)in 
a cave atop a bluff between Middle and East Middle Creeks, T33N R23W Sec. 20, center of S~, 
Keya Paha County. The cave is ca. 6.5 m deep, 3 m wide, and 1 m high at its mouth, narrowing to 
ca. 1 x 0.3 m at the back. We checked this site several times between 12 April and 12 August 1982 
and found no evidence of attempted nesting. The floor of the cave was covered with porcupine 
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(Erethizon dorsatum) scats, as it was when the nestling was discovered previously. 
BROWN SITE. In the summer of 1981, Ben Brown (pers. comm. 1982) flushed an adult 
Turkey Vulture from a thicket of red cedar and chokecherry in sandhills pasture ca. 6 km 
southwest of the Preserve headquarters, in T32N R23W, Brown County. He found 2 nestlings 
on the ground beneath shrubs. This site was not visited in 19[>2. 
58 Nebraska Bird Review 
VULTURE POINT SITE. We found 2 eggs here on 18 May and again on,28 May, in a chamber 
1 x 1 x 3 m long, formed beneath 2 large tumbled boulders that had fallen from an adjacent 6 m tall 
cliff. On 13 June an adult was scared from the nest; the nest contained 2 downy nestlings which 
stood unsteadily and were less than a week old. On 12 August a nestling was removed from the 
nest, photographed, and released. After standing for a minute on a rock, it flew off. The second 
bird ran from a small opening at the back of the nest chamber and also flew. It appeared that this 
was the first extended flight for both birds. Two other immatures flew about the area also. The 
nest is located in T33N R23W Sec. 17 SE, Keya Paha County. 
SPARKS SITE. This nest contained one nestling when discovered by David Kizirian on 26 
June 1982. The nest cavity is ca 0.3 m high and 1 m in diameter, probably dug or enlarged by a 
mammal, at the base of a rockshelter·like cliff, 3 m tall. On 17 August the nestling was extricated 
from the cavity but did not fly when released. It was fully feathered and its downy cap was nearly 
gone - it probably fledged during the following week. The site is in a large canyon south of the 
village of Sparks, in T34N R25W Sec. 28 NW, Cherry County. 
EAST MIDDLE CREEK SITE. This nest is in a small canyon that empties into East Middle 
Creek, in T33N R23W Sec. 21 SW, Keya Paha County. It is2.9km from the Vulture Point site. It 
contained one nestling when discovered by Kizirian on the afternoon of 20 August. The bird 
fledged before we visited the site the following evening, at which time we saw an immature flying 
Sharp· shinned 
Hawk on nest, 22 
June 1982. 
Photograph by Matt 
Bradley, courtesy 
National 
Geographic Society. 
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over the area. The nest cavity was evidently expanded by mammal digging; it is located under a 
fallen boulder near the base of a 4m tall cliff, and is 4m from a known rattlesnake den. It consists 
of 2 contiguous chambers, each 3-6 dm high and 6-10 dm in diameter. 
The Sharp-shinned Hawk has been on the Blue List since 1972, and the only state nesting 
records are from many years ago in Sioux County (Bruner et al. 1904, Johnsgard 1979a). 
According to Youngworth (1955), this species was a "resident in small numbers" in the-study 
area 30·50 years ago. We saw Sharpshins frequently in April and May, including an apparent pair 
on 12 May and a male carrying food at another site in late May. At a third site (T32N R24W, 
Brown County) we found an active nest in a 10 m red cedar at a height of 5.5 m, in a strip of 
woods consisting mostly of bur oak, red cedar, and green ash. Both the male and female 
"kakked" at us on 16 May, at which time the nest was empty. The female was incubating 4 eggs 
on 6 June, and was on the nest on 22 June. On 2 August a bird was seen flying from the nest. On 
25 August the nest was empty except for the remains of songbird prey, and it appeared that 
nestlings had fledged. Both parents were in immature plumage. 
The Cooper's Hawk is on the special concern lists of Nebraska and American Birds. It is 
evidently a rare summer resident in Nebraska with no recent nesting records. This species was 
seen at 7 localities on the study area from 12 May to 30 July, and it probably nests here. Adults 
were heard kakking defensively at 2 of these sites, and an adult female was carrying food at a 
third site. Youngworth (1955) found resident Cooper's Hawks in the study area previously. 
The Piping Plover is a Blue List species with special concern status in Nebraska, where it is a 
rare and local breeder. This species nested on our study area in 1982, in a mixed colony with 
Least Terns, on a sandbar 3 km east of Meadville (see site description in Least Tern account). 
On 14 July we found 4 nests with clutch sizes of 1, 3, 4, and 4; no chicks were seen. We searched 
the site thoroughly on 22 July and found 16 chicks and an active nest with 4 eggs; the site had 
been recently disturbed by cattle. Piping Plovers were seen nowhere else along the river. 
Piping Plover nest near Meadville, 14 July 1982. 
The Interior Least Tern is threatened in Nebraska and is included on the Blue List. Several 
colonies are known from Nebraska and in recent years 4-10 colonies have been found annually 
along the Niobrara River, almost all of these being downstream from our study area (Gregory 
Wingfield, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, unpubl. data 1975·1981). On 29 July 1979, 
the Game and Parks Commission (op. cit., unpubl. data 1979 and in litt. 1982) recorded 7 Least 
Terns on a sandbar at the mouth of Chimney Creek, within the study area. The survey was 
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conducted by air and thus no po~itive evidence of nesting was found. No birds were found at this 
site during the surveys of 1975, 1978, 1980, 1981, nor 1982. 
A colony was discovered at a second site in 1982 by the Game and Parks Commission, 3 km 
east of Meadville in T32N R21 W Sec. 18 E~, at the eastern edge of the study area. Nests were 
placed on a broad low sandbar ca. 6 ha. in size, bordered on the north by a channel ca 1m deep 
and 20-50 m wide, and on the south by braided channels 0.2-0.5 m deep and 5-15 m wide. The 
sandbar was mostly bare, with scattered, stunted Elocharis, Scirpus, Salix, and grasses. We 
visited the site on 14 July and counted 5 active nests with 1,2,2,2, and 3 eggs respectively, and at 
least one old nest. A maximum of 24 adults was seen. On 24 July a more thorough search of the 
entire sandbar revealed 4 well-feathered chicks unable to fly, one nest with 3 eggs, and one 
immature flying with a maximum of 14 adults. The site had been trampled by cattle which had 
evidently approached from the south since our previous visit. This may have caused failure of 
some Tern and Plover nests. Tracks of raccoon (procyon lotor) and coyote (Canis latrans) were 
also found. 
Least Tern nest near Meadville, 14 July 1982. 
The Long-eared Owl is an uncommon to rare resident in Nebraska. We found this species at 
3 sites, all in mixed red cedar and hardwoods. On 12 Maya nest was discovered at one of these 
sites in a dense patch of red cedars beside a stream in T33N R25W Sec. 11, center of E~, Cherry 
County. The nest was in a 13 m tall red cedar at a height of 9 m, and contained 4 eggs. One adult 
was incubating and the other was perched 40 m away in the same patch of cedars. On 23 June no 
Owls were found at the site, and the matted nest contained pellets, whitewash, and a dead 
Grasshopper Sparrow, suggesting that young had fledged. 
A few species that have evidently suffered population declines in recent years in the United 
States were absent or occurred in surprisingly low numbers on our study area, even though 
suitable breeding habitat apparently occurred. The Northern Harrier and Swainson's Hawk 
are Blue List species that were surprisingly rare in our area. Youngworth considered them both 
"regular summer residents" in our area. We saw only one Harrier during the breeding season (2 
June). We saw Swainson's Hawks at only 2 sites, both in the sandhi lis near wooded canyons. At 
one of these sites - a recently disced field - adutls and young were seen on several occasions 
and an adult was seen carrying food. The Short-eared Owl is on the Blue List and the state 
special concern list, and was not recorded during our study; a nest was found and photographed 
on ,he study area in the late 1960's (Loring Kuhre, pers. comm. 1982). The Bank Swallow is 
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considered of special concern by American Birds and was also absent, although it was a regular 
summer resident along the Niobrara 30-50 years ago (Youngworth 1955). 
Several other Blue-listed species were relatively common breeders on the study area, 
including the Upland Sandpiper, Loggerhead Shrike, Dickcissel, and Grasshopper 
Sparrow. Common species that are on the American Birds special concern list include the 
Sharp-tailed Grouse, Eastern Screech-Owl, Burrowing Owl, and Common Nighthawk. 
SUMMARY 
We conducted a thorough inventory of breeding birds.on a 42,000 ha area along the Niobrara 
River valley in north-central Nebraska, and documented the abundance and breeding status of 
many species that are at or near the margins of their breeding range. The data presented here 
help interpret the results of less intensive surveys of larger areas within the Great Plains (e.g., 
Short 1%1, 1%5), and helps define species breeding ranges, many of which are not well 
understood in Nebraska (e.g., Johnsgard 1979a). Nesting is documented or suggested for 16 
eastern, 6 western, 6 northern, and one southern species. Fourteen other "geographically 
marginal" species which might have been expected were absent from the study area during the 
nesting season. At least 2 species, Ruby-throated Hummingbird and Yellow-throated Vireo, are 
present some years and absent in others, suggestin'J that the range limits of some species may 
fluctuate in this region. 
This study also documented nesting for 6 species that are not near the limits of their breeding 
range but which are considered rare or declining in Nebraska, or for which very few state 
breeding records exist. Although several species known to be suffering population declines 
elsewhere were common nesters on the study area, other of these species were absent or 
surprisingly rare in apparently suitable habitat on the study area. 
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Information on sightings at the North Platte NWR in 1982 provide some additions to the
species reported in the Scotts Bluff column, and some expansion of the dates, for both spring
and fall reports, and some additions to the state list for the fall report. The North Platte NWR
information has been included in the Scotts Bluff column for the last few years. Sherry McCoy
was the reporter, and Kevin Brenner, Dan Walsworth, Jim McCole and Mike McCoy were the
additional observers.
Spring 1982. The additional species reported were: Common Loon, Ap 16; American White
Pelican, Ap 10-My 5; Ruddy Duck, Ap lO-Je 16; Greater Yellowlegs, Ap 16; Spotted Sandpiper,
My 5-My 15; Willet, Ap 16; Tree Swallow, Ap 10; White-breasted Nuthatch, Mr 5; Eastern
Meadowlark, Ap 10. The expanded dates are shown as Mo x - for an earlier date, - Mo x for a
later date, and Mo x - Mo x when both are changed: Horned Grebe, Ap 1O-Je3;EaredGrebe,
Ap 10-Je 30; Western Grebe Ap lO-Je 30; Double-crested Cormorant, Ap 10; Black-crowned
Night Heron, My 5-Je 16; Canada Goose, W-; Wood Duck -Je 30; Green-winged Teal, -Ap 22;
Blue-winged Teal, Ap 10-; Northern Shoveler, -Je3; Gadwall, Mr 5-Ap 22; American Wigeon, -
My 5; Canvasback, Mr 5-Ap 22; Redhead, Mr 5-Je 3; Common Goldeneye, -Mr 20; Bufflehead,
Mr 5-; American Coot, Ap lO-Je 30; Long-billed Curlew, My 1-Je 3; Marbled Godwit, Ap 16-;
Baird's Sandpiper, My 1-; Long-billed Dowitcher, Ap 16-; Franklin's Gull, Ap 16-S; Herring Gull,-
Ap 22; Mourning Dove, Mr 20-; Western Kingbird, Ap 16-; American Tree Sparrow, -My 5; Clay-
colored Sparrow, My 1-; Dark-eyed Junco, -My 30. The total number of species reported for
Scotts Bluff is increased to 153.
Fall 1982. The following species are added to the state list: Artie Loon, Sp 18; Eared Grebe, Au
5-0t 14; Trumpeter Swan, at 30; Barrow's Goldeneye, No 5-No 26. Species added to the Scotts
Bluff list are: Common Loon, at 14; Horned Grebe, Sp 18-0t 30; American White Pelican, Sp 2-
Sp 18; Snow Goose No 1-N023; Green-winged Teal, at I-No 10; Northern Pintail, at I-No 10;
Canvasback, No 10; Common Goldeneye, No 26-W; Hooded Merganser, at 30; Common
Merganser, Sp 18-Dm 30; Red-breasted Merganser, at 14; Ruddy Duck, Sp 18-0t 14; American
Coot, Sp 4-0t 14; Herring Gull, at 14-Dm 15_ The expanded dates (shown as described above
under Spring) are: Pied-billed Grebe, Au 5-No 10; Western Grebe, Au 5-No 10; Double-crested
Cormorant -at 14; Wood Duck, -No 10; Northern Shoveler, Sp 2-0t 30; Gadwall -No 10;
American Wigeon, Sp 2-; Redhead, Sp2-No 10; Ring-necked Duck, Sp 18-; Lesser Scaup, -at 30;
Bald Eagle, No 10-; Sandhill Crane, at 10-No 10; Northern Shrike, at 14-; Loggerhead Shrike,-
Sp 18; American Tree Sparrow, at 5-.
These changes increase the species total for the state to 274, and the Scottsbluff total to 142.
NOTES
SANDHILL CRANE TRIP. About 30 or so went out to the blind on the Mormon Island Crane
Meadows before dawn on 2 April. But not enough before dawn to allow the last of the party to
see the Sandhill Cranes before they took off from their roost in the river. But all could see in the
sky the huge flocks that took off from other sections of the river. Some went back to the blind
before the Cranes came in to roost that night and got to see them settle in for the night. Many
other birds were seen from the blind and in trips over the surrounding country, but there was no
effort to compile a list of what was seen.
BIRD BANDING RETURNS. On 28 February 19811 banded 225 Purple Finches at the home
of Melba Wigg, in western Sarpy Co. One of these birds, number 950/50269, was recovered on
20 April 1981 in Yorktown, Saskatchewan, Canada. In May of 1982 (15 months later) number
950/50271 was recovered in Rosewater, Minnesota. I banded an American Goldfinch, number
1580/25459, in my yard on 13 December 1981. On 3 July, 1982 this bird was recovered in Oak
River, Manitoba, Canada.
-Ruth Green, 506 W. 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005
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WHOOPING CRANES. The Pierre, S.D., office of the Fish and Wildlife Service monitors 
Whooping Cranes in their migration. It reported 9 sightings (only one of a single bird) in 
Nebraska in the fall of 1982. The report includes: "On August 15, 1982, radio transmitters were 
placed on the legs of six chicks. Two radioed chicks were subsequently lost to wolves. leaving 
four chicks with transmitters to begin the migration. In addition. the transmitters were still 
functioning on two yearlings radio·tagged in 1981. for a total of six radio-tagged birds. One of the 
yearlings died during migration after apparently striking a power line in Texas. Two family 
groups with radioed young were successfully monitored all the way to Arkansas NWR." One of 
these two families was 10 miles south of Colume, S.D., 29·30 October; 45 miles north of Burwell. 
near Dora Lake. Holt Col. 30 October; and 2 miles north of Eureka, Greenwood Co .• Kansas 1·2 
November. The other was on the south side of Swan Lake, Walworth Co .• S.D .• 31 October· 1 
November; 12 miles south of Ainsworth, Brown Co., 1-2 November; and at Ft. Cobb Reservoir, 
Caddo Co., Oklahoma, 2·3 November. A marked bird without radio was at Buffer Lake, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, 20·24 September; 2 miles upstream from Norden Bridge on the 
Niobrara River, Brown Co., 29·30 October; and near Watonga, Blaine Co., Oklahoma 1 
November. Sightings of unmarked birds were: 12 October one in the air 5 miles west of Hastings; 
and the following, all on 29 October: 3.5 miles east of Bassett; Niobrara River 3 miles west of 
Carns (the last two in Rock Co.); and 1 mile northeast of Fairfield, Clay Co., Hessinger Lagoon. 
Two probable, but unconfirmed. sightings, on 31 October, were four birds 7 miles south and 5.5 
miles west of Oconto, Dawson Co .• and four birds 12 miles south and 4 miles east of Lexington, 
Gasper Co., over Elwood Reservoir. These may have been the same birds. 
